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SUNDAY:  JESUS ENTERS JERUSELEM  

(MATTHEW 21:1-11; MARK 11:1-11; LUKE 19:29-44; JOHN 12:12-19) 

 

MONDAY:  CURSING FIG TREE  

(MATTHEW 21:8-20; MARK 11:12-14) 

 

HEALING IN THE TEMPLE 

(MATTHEW 21:14) 

 

TUESDAY: PREPARATION FOR PASSOVER 

(MATTHEW 26:17-19; MARK 14:12-16; LUKE 22:7-13)  

 

WEDNESDAY: 

LAST SUPPER (FEAST OF PASSOVER) (DAY OF PREPARATION)  

GETHSEMANE (MATTHEW 26 & 27) 

BETRAYAL AND ARREST (MARK 14 & 15) 

TRIAL (LUKE 22 & 23) 

SENTENCE (JOHN 18 & 19) 

CRUXIFICTION  

BURIAL MATTHEW 27:59-61; MARK 15:42-47; JOHN 19:38-42  

 

THURSDAY: (1) 1st DAY OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD  

NISSAN 15 (LEVITICUS 23:1-8) 

HIGH SABBATH (JOHN 19:31) 

CHIEF PRIESTS SECURE TOMB (MATTHEW 27:62-66) 

 

FRIDAY: (2) WOMEN PURCHASED AND PREPARED SPICES AND OINTMENTS  

* MARK 16:1 * LUKE 23:56 * ONLY EXPLAINED BY TWO SABBATHS  

 

SATURDAY: (3) WEEKLY HOLY SABBATH (LEVITICUS 23:1 EXODUS 20:8-11) 

RESSURECTION (72 HOURS AFTER BURIAL) (MATTHEW 12:40)  

 

SUNDAY: WOMEN AT THE SEPULCHURE  

(MATTHEW 28:1-7; MARK 16:2-5 LUKE 24:1-2; JOHN 20:1) 

 

NATURAL DAY = SUNRISE TO SUNSET (6 AM TO 6 PM) 

CIVIL DAY = SUNSET TO SUNSET GENESIS 1:5 (6 PM TO 6PM) 

http://www.fedcooljc.com/
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TRUTH VS TRADITION 

 

"What day was Jesus crucified and Resurrected?" The biblical answer to this question is supported 

by the truth of scripture but challenges the Christian tradition of most men. Careful and scrupulous 

study of scripture will always yield the approval of God.  

2 Timothy 2:15 “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 

to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:40, “For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge 

fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” Those who 

argue for a Friday crucifixion say that there is still a valid way in which He could have been 

considered in the grave for three days. In the Jewish mind of the first century, a part of day was 

considered as a full day. Since Jesus was in the grave for part of Friday, all of Saturday, and part 

of Sunday He could be considered to have been in the grave for three days. One of the principal 

arguments for Friday is found in Mark 15:42, which notes that Jesus was crucified “the day before 

the Sabbath.” If that was the weekly Sabbath, i.e. Saturday, then that fact leads to a Friday 

crucifixion. Another argument for Friday says that verses such as Matthew 16:21and Luke 

9:22 teach that Jesus would rise on the third day; therefore, He would not need to be in the grave 

a full three days and nights. But while some translations use “on the third day” for these verses, 

not all do, and not everyone agree that “on the third day” is the best way to translate these verses. 

Furthermore, Mark 8:31 says that Jesus will be raised “after” three days. 

 

The Thursday argument expands on the Friday view and argues mainly that there are too many 

events (some count as many as twenty) happening between Christ’s burial and Sunday morning to 

occur from Friday evening to Sunday morning. Proponents of the Thursday view point out that 

this is especially a problem when the only full day between Friday and Sunday was Saturday, the 

Jewish Sabbath. An extra day or two eliminates that problem. The Thursday advocates could 

reason thus: suppose you haven't seen a friend since Monday evening. The next time you see him 

it is Thursday morning and you say, “I haven’t seen you in three days” even though it had 

technically only been 60 hours (2.5 days). If Jesus was crucified on Thursday, this example shows 

how it could be considered three days. 

 

The Wednesday argument states that there were two Sabbaths that week. After the first one (the 

one that occurred on the evening of the crucifixion [Mark 15:42; Luke 23:52-54]), the women 

purchased spices; note that they made their purchase after the Sabbath (Mark 16:1). The 

Wednesday view holds that this “Sabbath” was the Passover (Leviticus 16:29-31, 23:24-32, 39, 

where high holy days that are not necessarily the seventh day of the week are referred to as the 

Sabbath). The second Sabbath that week was the normal weekly Sabbath. Note that in Luke 

23:56 the women who had purchased spices after the first Sabbath returned and prepared the 

spices, then “rested on the Sabbath.” The argument states that they could not purchase the spices 

after the Sabbath yet prepare those spices before the Sabbath unless there were two Sabbaths. With 

the two-Sabbath view, if Christ was crucified on Thursday, then the high holy Sabbath (the 

Passover) would have begun Thursday at sundown and ended at Friday sundown at the beginning 

of the weekly Sabbath or Saturday. Purchasing the spices after the first Sabbath (Passover) would 

have meant they purchased them on Saturday and were breaking the Sabbath. 
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Therefore, according to the Wednesday viewpoint, the only explanation that does not violate the 

biblical account of the women and the spices and holds to a literal understanding of Matthew 

12:40 is that Christ was crucified on Wednesday. The Sabbath that was a high holy day (Passover) 

occurred on Thursday, the women purchased spices (after that) on Friday and returned and 

prepared the spices on the same day, they rested on Saturday, which was the weekly Sabbath, then 

brought the spices to the tomb early Sunday. Jesus was buried near sundown on Wednesday, which 

began Thursday in the Jewish calendar. Using a Jewish calendar, you have Thursday day (day 

one). Thursday night (night one), Friday day (day two), Friday night (night two), Saturday day 

(day three), Saturday night (night three). We do not know exactly what time He rose, but we do 

know that it was before sunrise on Sunday. He could have risen as early as just after sunset 

Saturday evening, which began the first day of the week to the Jews. The discovery of the empty 

tomb was made just at sunrise (Mark 16:2), before it was fully light (John 20:1).  

 

A possible problem some have with the Wednesday view is that the disciples who walked with 

Jesus on the road to Emmaus did so on “the same day” of His resurrection (Luke 24:13). The 

disciples, who do not recognize Jesus, tell Him of Jesus’ crucifixion (24:21) and say that “today is 

the third day since these things happened” (24:22). Wednesday to Sunday is four days. A simple 

explanation is that they may have been counting since Wednesday evening at Christ’s burial, which 

begins the Jewish Thursday, and Thursday to Sunday could be counted as three days.  This 

Wednesday view is the official position of the Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ and belief of its 

establishmentarian Bishop Robert Clarence Lawson, Sr. In the grand scheme of things, it is not a 

heaven or hell issue to know what day of the week Christ was crucified or resurrected. What is 

important is that He died and rose again just like he said!  

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-2 

1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. 

2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

 

John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son 

shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 

 

John 20:31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 

and that believing ye might have life through his name. 

 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

 

Colossians 2:16-17 

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the 

new moon, or of the sabbath days: 

17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

 


