June 9, 2020

BIBLE STUDY

Refuge Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ of the Apostolic Faith, Inc.

25200 SR 46 Sorrento, FL 32776; 352.383.5052
Web Site: www.RefugeSorrento.com
Bishop M. Ruel McCoy, Sr., Pastor and Diocesan
Elder Alfonzo Baptiste, Assistant Pastor

SALVATION IS IN THE SHIP
Acts 27:1-44
Acts 27:1 "And when it was determined that we should sail into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other prisoners unto [one] named Julius, a centurion of Augustus' band." 

In the last chapter, we saw Paul actually being found not guilty by all who examined him, but he had appealed to a higher court, and now he must be tried in Rome. We pick up here in chapter 27, where he is finally being sent to Rome by ship after being imprisoned for more than two years. The "we" above lets us know that Luke is with Paul. 

Acts 27:2 "And entering into a ship of Adramyttium, we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts of Asia; [one] Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, being with us." 

This Adramyttium was a ship-building city in Asia Minor. This Aristarchus is the same one mentioned in chapter 19 verse 29 and is part of Paul's party. He was saved on Paul's first missionary journey to Thessalonica. Aristarchus never lost contact with Paul while he was imprisoned and neither did Luke. 

Acts 27:3 "And the next [day] we touched at Sidon. And Julius courteously entreated Paul, and gave [him] liberty to go unto his friends to refresh himself." 

Acts 27:4 "And when we had launched from thence, we sailed under Cyprus, because the winds were contrary." 

It does not tell us here, but I am sure that Festus and Agrippa had told Paul's jailor and this centurion, that Paul was really an innocent man caught in circumstances beyond his control. He actually lets Paul go ashore and visit with friends here at Sidon. Refresh, here, is used in medical terms, and, perhaps, Paul needed some type of care that Luke could not give him aboard ship. Of course, he came back to the ship and did not betray the centurion's confidence. The ship had intended to sail to the west, but because of the strong winds wound up sailing north instead. 

Acts 27:5 "And when we had sailed over the sea of Cilicia and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, [a city] of Lycia." 

Acts 27:6 "And there the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sailing into Italy; and he put us therein." 

This was a port they had not intended to enter, but other ships which ran from Rome to this area came, and brought needed goods, and took back things needed in Rome. These cargo ships could carry a few passengers, also, and this is the type of ship Paul and the others found passage on. 
Acts 27:7 "And when we had sailed slowly many days, and scarce were come over against Cnidus, the wind not suffering us, we sailed under Crete, over against Salmone;" 

Acts 27:8 "And, hardly passing it, came unto a place which is called The fair havens; nigh whereunto was the city [of] Lasea." 

The winds were blowing the wrong direction for them, and they were not able to go the way they wanted to. This was a sailing ship and the wind was their only power to move. It appears right along here, that the wind did not cooperate at all. Since the wind would carry them no further along the route they intended to go, they landed at Fairhavens. 

Acts 27:9 "Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, because the fast was now already past, Paul admonished [them]," 

Acts 27:10 "And said unto them, Sirs, I perceive that this voyage will be with hurt and much damage, not only of the lading and ship, but also of our lives." 

Notice, Paul had been fasting. God has shown Paul, perhaps, a vision or, perhaps, just put these words in his mouth, but he has shown Paul that this ship is in trouble. This ship going down could cost many lives. Paul has told this to the centurion. This centurion knows that Paul is a man of God and should listen. 

Acts 27:11 "Nevertheless the centurion believed the master and the owner of the ship, more than those things which were spoken by Paul." 

This was a natural thing to do, because the captain of the ship knew these waters better than Paul did. Paul was not speaking in the natural, however, he was speaking in the spirit. He had brought the warning that God had given him, that is all he can do. 

Acts 27:12 "And because the haven was not commodious to winter in, the more part advised to depart thence also, if by any means they might attain to Phenice, [and there] to winter; [which is] an haven of Crete, and lieth toward the south west and north west." 

Acts 27:13 "And when the south wind blew softly, supposing that they had obtained [their] purpose, loosing [thence], they sailed close by Crete." 

Acts 27:14 "But not long after there arose against it a tempestuous wind, called Euroclydon." 

Commodius means inconvenient or not favorable. Against Paul's advice, they take up anchor and try to sail to a more favorable port to winter in. This Euroclydon was a terrible storm from the east. This bad weather had to do with the oncoming winter. It seemed they hung to the coastline for safety. 

Acts 27:15 "And when the ship was caught, and could not bear up into the wind, we let [her] drive." 

Acts 27:16 "And running under a certain island which is called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boat:" 

Acts 27:17 "Which when they had taken up, they used helps, undergirding the ship; and, fearing lest they should fall into the quicksands, strake sail, and so were driven." 

This is just saying there was no way of going the direction the captain wanted to go without capsizing the ship, so he just let the wind carry them where it would. They were moving, if not in the right direction. Going wherever the wind would take them, they soon found out was no good at all either. It took them near this island Clauda where there was dangerous quicksand. The captain must get out of here, so he puts the sails up and sails out fast. All of this time, the captain has lost his plan for this trip. Now all he is trying to do is to save the ship, its cargo, and its passengers. 

Acts 27:18 "And we being exceedingly tossed with a tempest, the next [day] they lightened the ship;" 

Acts 27:19 "And the third [day] we cast out with our own hands the tackling of the ship." 

Acts 27:20 "And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on [us], all hope that we should be saved was then taken away." 

This is a desperation move of the captain, when even the tackling must go overboard. Here, we see the captain having the cargo thrown overboard to try to save the lives of his passengers and himself. It appears that things have gotten so bad, that the captain, and all the passengers, and crew have decided there is no use. The ship is going to sink and they will lose their lives. 

Acts 27:21 "But after long abstinence Paul stood forth in the midst of them, and said, Sirs, ye should have hearkened unto me, and not have loosed from Crete, and to have gained this harm and loss." 

Acts 27:22 "And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of [any man's] life among you, but of the ship." 

We see here, that Paul told them before they left Crete, that this trip would be extremely dangerous. They ignored him and went on anyway. This was a relief in itself, but how did they know that they could believe what Paul said?
Acts 27:23 "For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve," 
Acts 27:24 "Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee." 

Many of these people on this ship are not even believers in God, but Paul has brought a glimmer of hope. To those who know God, this is like a pardon from the death chamber. They all thought certain death lay ahead. Paul's God has sent a message of hope. Some on board wondered, what kind of a man was going on this boat, that the very Angel of God would come and talk with him? If he didn't have a reputation for being a man of God before this trip, he now does. 

Acts 27:25 "Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me." 
Acts 27:26 "Howbeit we must be cast upon a certain island." 

Paul expresses his complete faith in what God has told him, here. Paul's faith will encourage others aboard, especially Luke, and Aristarchus. We see a ship out of control throwing overboard cargo, and even tackle, trying to save the passengers' lives. After three days of total darkness in a terrible storm, Paul announces that an angel of God told him not to worry, that they would lose the ship, but no lives would be lost. Paul tells them that they will be washed up on an island. 

Acts 27:27 "But when the fourteenth night was come, as we were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the shipmen deemed that they drew near to some country;" 

Acts 27:28 "And sounded, and found [it] twenty fathoms: and when they had gone a little further, they sounded again, and found [it] fifteen fathoms." 

This storm had continued fourteen days, and they were blown with the waves this way and then that. Not knowing exactly where they were, the only way to tell if they were near land was to tell how deep the water was. The shipmen determined how deep the water was by casting a weight over on a rope and measuring the depth. They know they are near land, because the water is getting more shallow with each throw. 

Acts 27:29 "Then fearing lest we should have fallen upon rocks, they cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished for the day." 

Acts 27:30 "And as the shipmen were about to flee out of the ship, when they had let down the boat into the sea, under colour as though they would have cast anchors out of the foreship," 

Acts 27:31 "Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers, Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved." 

To make this more frightening for these sailors, this happened at midnight. Paul knew their safety was with him. God is going to bring Paul through this to go to Rome. Fear causes people to do strange things. These shipmen were going to abandon the ship and their passengers. They were not under orders to do this of their captain. They were pretending to put out more anchors. They were just acting in fear. When Paul tells them they must stay with the ship, they remember the angel appearing to Paul. 

Acts 27:32 "Then the soldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, and let her fall off." 

Acts 27:33 "And while the day was coming on, Paul besought [them] all to take meat, saying, This day is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fasting, having taken nothing." 

This was the lifeboat. Now, they do not even have it to try to get to land. It seems when this storm got so bad that they thought they would die they started a fast and have continued fourteen days. This makes your body very weak, and Paul knows if they shipwreck, they will need strength to swim. He tells them to eat meat to strengthen them. 

Acts 27:34 "Wherefore I pray you to take [some] meat: for this is for your health: for there shall not an hair fall from the head of any of you." 

Acts 27:35 "And when he had thus spoken, he took bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of them all: and when he had broken [it], he began to eat." 

Acts 27:36 "Then were they all of good cheer, and they also took [some] meat." 

This is encouragement that they all need to hear. We see here a great respect has grown for Paul. They feel that whatever Paul does is okay with God. When Paul eats, they eat also. 

Acts 27:37 "And we were in all in the ship two hundred threescore and sixteen souls." 

Acts 27:38 "And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into the sea." 

Now for the first time, we know that 276 people are on board ship. They had kept back food to eat when they had cast out the other things before. As a show of confidence that they were about to be saved, they threw the wheat overboard. 

Acts 27:39 "And when it was day, they knew not the land: but they discovered a certain creek with a shore, into the which they were minded, if it were possible, to thrust in the ship." 

Acts 27:40 "And when they had taken up the anchors, they committed [themselves] unto the sea, and loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore." 

This was not a port but was a possibility to get a little closer to land before the ship broke up. They would try to get the ship to sail into this creek. This wind is still very heavy. They brought the mainsail up but could do very little in the way of direction, because of the contrary wind. 

Acts 27:41 "And falling into a place where two seas met, they ran
the ship aground; and the forepart stuck fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken with the violence of the waves." 

Acts 27:42 "And the soldiers' counsel was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim out, and escape." 

This ship violently broke apart, as these heavy winds brought huge waves against the ship. This would have included Paul. Some of these prisoners were, perhaps, hardened criminals who might have been a problem to society, but Paul surely does not fall into this category. God had compassion on these soldiers, but they were not showing compassion for the prisoners. 

Acts 27:43 "But the centurion, willing to save Paul, kept them from [their] purpose; and commanded that they which could swim should cast [themselves] first [into the sea], and get to land:" 
Acts 27:44 "And the rest, some on boards, and some on [broken pieces] of the ship. And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land." 

This centurion knew that Paul was a man of God. He would not allow anyone to be killed, because he was saving Paul's life. The faster the swimmers could get to land the faster help would come. Just as Paul had been told by the angel of God, who stood beside him. They all were spared their lives. It appears anyone who could not swim used anything at all that would float to take them to land. 

QUESTIONS
1. Whose hands was Paul delivered into for the trip to Rome?
2. Besides Luke, who was another disciple who went with Paul?
3. At Sidon what courtesy did Julius show Paul?
4. Why did they sail into Cyprus?
5. In verse 9, we find Paul had been doing what?
6. What had God shown Paul, that he warned them of?
7. Why should this centurion have listened to Paul?
8. What port were they trying to make to winter in (V-12)?
9. What was the name of this terrible east wind?
10. On the third day of the storm, what did they throw overboard?
11. In verse 20, what despaired them so that they thought there was no hope?
12. In verse 21, what does Paul tell them?
13. Why did Paul tell them to be of good cheer?
14. What act of faith did Paul show in verse 25?
15. What did Paul tell them to do just before daylight?
16. What had they been doing fourteen days?
17. Verse 36 says, "Then they were all of good _______________."
18. How many people were on this ship?
19. After they had eaten enough, what did they do?
20. When daylight came, what did they see?
21. What happened when they fell into a place where two seas met?
22. What did the soldiers want to do to the prisoners?
23. Why would the centurion not do this?
24. Who jumped ship first?
25. How did the others make shore? 
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