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THE LAW OF THE TRESPASS OFFERING

Leviticus 7:1-14

Leviticus 7:1 "Likewise this [is] the law of the trespass offering: it [is] most holy." 

The priests’ regulations for the trespass or guilt offering include several new elements: the place where it was to be offered, the parts of the sacrificial animal to be burned, and the fact that any male among the priests could eat the remaining meat. The fact that this offering is called especially holy twice is another reminder both of the purity of Israel’s God and of the holy behavior he expected from his covenant people. All of this is done to bring man into right standing with holy God. Praise God, Jesus took care of all of this for the Christian. Jesus fulfilled every aspect of all these offerings at once when He gave His body in sacrifice for all who would believe. The destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, was allowed by God to stop the people from continuing to sacrifice. Jesus did it all. His sacrifice was the ultimate sacrifice which took the place of all sacrifices. His sacrifice one time was for all time for everyone who would believe. If you believe that Jesus was the perfect sacrifice, there is no longer need to sacrifice. 

Leviticus 7:2 "In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering: and the blood thereof shall he sprinkle round about upon the altar." 

About the only thing that we need to point out here is, the blood in this particular instance was not put on the horns of the altar. In most of the sin offerings, the blood was applied to the horns of the altar, but in this trespass offering, it will be sprinkled all around on the altar. Horns denote power, as you remember. 

Leviticus 7:3 "And he shall offer of it all the fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards," 

Leviticus 7:4 "And the two kidneys, and the fat that [is] on them, which [is] by the flanks, and the caul [that is] above the liver, with the kidneys, it shall he take away:" 
Leviticus 7:5 "And the priest shall burn them upon the altar [for] an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it [is] a trespass offering." 

The fat, of course, was always burned. Here is just one statement to remind us. The body of Jesus Christ took on the sins of the whole world. The Spirit within that body was God. The Spirit of God within the body of Jesus was always Holy. The Spirit of Jesus was always desiring to please the Father. These inward parts here that make a sweet savour to God, are like the Spirit of God within Jesus' flesh. The Spirit of Jesus glorified the Father in everything He did on earth. The sweet-smelling savour symbolizes the glorifying of the Father by Jesus. 

Leviticus 7:6 "Every male among the priests shall eat thereof: it shall be eaten in the holy place: it [is] most holy." 

Remember from the previous lesson that, the priests {male} represents all Christians, male and female. 
John 1:12 "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name:"

Notice in the following Scripture, who are the sons of God. 
Romans 8:14 "For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." 

All believers in Christ, male and female are also the bride of Christ. 
Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”

2 Corinthians 11:2 “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”
Revelation 21:9 “And there came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”

Leviticus 7:7 "As the sin offering [is], so [is] the trespass offering: [there is] one law for them: the priest that maketh atonement therewith shall have [it]." 

We must not forget; that these priests eating the flesh of the animal sacrificed as a substitute, is a shadow of us believers in Christ eating the flesh of our substitute {Jesus Christ}. We see from this the significance of the priests {who symbolize the Christians} eating the flesh of the sacrifice. 
John 6:53 "Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you." 

Leviticus 7:8 "And the priest that offereth any man's burnt offering, [even] the priest shall have to himself the skin of the burnt offering which he hath offered." 

Let me remind all of us, the importance of this hide. God made a covering for Adam and Eve of the hide of the animal God killed in the garden. The blood of Jesus is our covering {if we are a Christian}. God has always provided a covering for man. 

Leviticus 7:9 "And all the meat offering that is baken in the oven, and all that is dressed in the frying pan, and in the pan, shall be the priest's that offereth it." 

Leviticus 7:10 "And every meat offering, mingled with oil, and dry, shall all the sons of Aaron have, one [as much] as another." 

Again, here, let us remember that the meat offering had no animal flesh. The things that make bread were the emblems of the meat offering. The meat offering was called meat, because it symbolized the body of Jesus Christ {the Bread of life}. Jesus calls Himself the Bread from heaven. 
Mark 14:22 "And as they did eat, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake [it], and gave to them, and said, Take, eat: this is my body." 
John 6:51 "I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 

Leviticus 7:11 "And this [is] the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings, which he shall offer unto the LORD." 

The fellowship sacrifice was unique as the only offering in which the person bringing it was allowed to eat a portion of the sacrifice usually as part of a celebration meal with family and friends. This may help explain the additional verses (7:22-38) devoted to this offering, which include instructions not only to the priests but to the congregation as well. The name of this offering explains its purpose. These verses work like a pause to summarize the parts of the offerings that went to the priests as their food, since they would not have lands and crops of their own given the way the promised land was to be distributed among the tribes. God’s provision for his servants is a biblical principle that can be traced from the law of Moses to the church today.

1 Timothy 5:17-18

17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.
18 For the scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.
This peace offering reminds us that the only true peace is in Jesus. The peace offering always was after the other offerings and was given in praise and thanksgiving for what God had done for us through His Son Jesus Christ. We are saved by grace, not by our works. After studying these offerings in the Old Testament, we should be even more thankful for the great, completed work that Jesus did for all who would believe. This peace offering just shows what blessings are in store for those who choose Jesus as Saviour and Lord. 
Leviticus 7:12 "If he offer it for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the sacrifice of thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of fine flour, fried." 
Leviticus 7:13 "Besides the cakes, he shall offer [for] his offering leavened bread with the sacrifice of thanksgiving of his peace offerings." 
Leviticus 7:14 "And of it he shall offer one out of the whole oblation [for] an heave offering unto the LORD, [and] it shall be the priest's that sprinkleth the blood of the peace offerings." 
Leviticus 7:15 "And the flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offerings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morning." 

This portion relates to the “peace offerings” of 3:1–17 and relates the sacrifice of thanksgiving. The worshiper sought to draw near to God by making a sacrifice in thanksgiving as a testimony to God’s goodness. The sacrifice, labeled “thanksgiving” (tōdah), has the primary meaning of “to acknowledge or confess sin, God’s character and works, or man’s character.” Here it is employed to express one’s public proclamation or declaration (confession) of God’s attributes and His works during the “peace offering” or “fellowship meal.” The fellowship sacrifice also included various leavened and unleavened cakes and wafers. The meat of the thanksgiving sacrifice had to be eaten the same day it was offered. We see in this, the continual thanksgiving that we should be giving God. He has blessed us so abundantly, far above what we could ask or think. How can we ever thank Him enough? The leavened bread allowed here is because this offering pleases man. These offerings not only symbolize the crucifixion of Jesus, but the resurrection, as well. The promise for the believer that brings him or her peace, is the hope of the resurrection. Some churches interpret this passage to teach that communion elements should not be held over to the next service. We should eat all the remaining bread that was offered at the communion service and drink all the remaining wine that was poured out for serving. All that was prepared to serve must be consumed. 

QUESTIONS

1. What did Jesus' sacrifice of Himself do for all who will believe?
2. Where shall they kill the trespass offering?
3. What happened to the blood of the trespass offering?
4. What was the peculiar thing about where the blood of this offering was put?

5. What do horns denote?
6. What was burned in this offering for a sweet savour to God?
7. What was always burned in all the offerings?
8. The ____ of Jesus Christ took on the sins of the world.
9. These inward parts that make a sweet savour to God are like what within Jesus' flesh?
10. Who was to eat of the meat of the offering?
11. Who do these male priests represent?
12.  Leviticus chapter 7 verse 7 says who shall eat of the offering? 
13. These priests eating the flesh of the offering symbolize whom? 
14. Who gets the skin of the burnt offering?
15. Of what did God make Adam and eve a covering for their bodies? 
16. What is the covering for Christians?
17. What was the meat offering really?
18. Who is the Bread?
19. Where is the only true peace found?
20. What two things was the peace offering?
21. Why was the leavened bread allowed in verse 13?
22. What two things do these offerings show us that Jesus did?
23. What is the promise made to believers in Christ that brings them peace?
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