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SENT FORTH BY THE HOLY GHOST
Acts 13:1-12
Acts 13:1 "Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul." 
Acts 13:2 "As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." 

Chapter 13 demonstrates a “Holy Ghost” shift in God’s method of evangelism. The principle (evangelism) remains constant, but the focus has shifted from Jerusalem to Antioch of Syria, from the Jews (who rejected Jesus with knowledge) to the Gentiles (who were ignorant of who Jesus is). In earlier chapters persecution (mayhem) was the primary reason for the spreading of the Gospel. Now, programing and planning (missions) is God’s method of choice. Coupled with this change in methodology, the is also a change in leadership from Peter to Paul. 

Acts 11:19-20 King James Version (KJV)
19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only.
20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
It seems at this time that, there was a very active church in Antioch. Prophets and teachers differ, in that the prophets foretell of future events, and teachers are speaking of things that need to be learned that have already happened. This church at Antioch seems to be operating in the fullness of the five-fold ministry.
Ephesians 4:11-12 King James Version (KJV)
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
The name Barnabas means “son of prophecy or consolation.” His name was actually Joses, but the Apostles called him Barnabas. He was a Levite who was a native of Cyprus. He was an early convert to Christianity and companion of Paul who was very compassionate and generous. 
Acts 4:36-37 King James Version (KJV)
36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,
37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.
Simeon, that was called Niger (Black), from Cyrene in Northern Africa, was probably the man who carried Christ’s cross on His way to Calvary.

Mark 15:21 King James Version (KJV)
21 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who passed by, coming out of the country, the father of Alexander and Rufus, to bear his cross.
Lucius, also from Cyrene in Northern Africa and Manean, the childhood friend of Herod Antipas, are explicit examples of the diversity of leadership used by God and commissioned by the Holy Ghost to “separate (set aside) and send (supply)” evangelists and missionaries to accomplish the perfect will of God.
Acts 13:3 "And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid [their] hands on them, they sent [them] away." 

We see from this that even Saul and Barnabas needed extra power from God to undertake this missionary journey. Those who were earnestly praying and fasting were acting as agents of God when they laid hands on Saul and Barnabas. Their strength came from God and not
man. 
Acts 13:4 "So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus." 

Seleucia was actually the seaport of Antioch. It was like a suburb. This is truly a missionary journey, because they are sent forth by the Holy Ghost. Cyprus was an island. It was off the coast of Syria in the Mediterranean Sea. It, also, was the native home of Barnabas, as we studied before. 
Acts 13:5 "And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to [their] minister." 

Salamis seemed to be a Jewish city, since the synagogues were mentioned. Saul would have been allowed to speak, since he was a Pharisee. It seems that the early Christians here were Jewish believers. 

Acts 13:6 "And when they had gone through the isle unto Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name [was] Bar- jesus:" 

This sorcerer had great power, the only problem was that this great power came from an evil source. Sorcerers of this day used astrology, and magic, and dark arts to convince the people. This has never changed. People are still consulting their horoscope, going to palm readers and practicing all sorts of sorcery. Sorcery is not of God, but is of Satan. Satan has some limited power on this earth, but is not like Jesus Christ who is the source of all power. It seems this sorcerer had many deceived. Many thought him to be a prophet, because of the miracles he did. Bar-jesus was a Hebrew by birth, but a son of Satan in the spirit. He was a false prophet.
Leviticus 19:31 King James Version (KJV)
31 Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.
Deuteronomy 18:10-15
10 There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch.
11 Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.
12 For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and because of these abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
13 Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God.
14 For these nations, which thou shalt possess, hearkened unto observers of times, and unto diviners: but as for thee, the Lord thy God hath not suffered thee so to do.
15 The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
Acts 13:7 "Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and Saul, and desired to hear the word of God." 

Sergius Paulus (a Roman) was seeking the truth. Notice that God will accept the wealthy and famous the same as He will the poor. The requirement is the same. They must repent and earnestly seek the Truth. Those who seek the Truth, find it, and Sergius Paulus is no different. 
Acts 13:8 "But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his name by interpretation) withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith." 

Bar-jesus and Elymas are the same person. This sorcerer had probably been living off of Sergius Paulus, and he didn't want anyone coming in and tearing his little con game up. To work against God is a very dangerous thing to do, as this sorcerer will find out. 
Acts 13:9 "Then Saul, (who also [is called] Paul,) filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on him," 

Acts 13:10 "And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, [thou] child of the devil, [thou] enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?" 

This filled with the Holy Ghost is more than what he ordinarily had. This was an extra portion of the Spirit. This gave Saul great boldness in the Lord. The words which came from Saul were really not his own, but words the Holy Ghost spoke through him. This is the Holy Ghost coming against this Elymas. He called him who he is, the son of the devil. Elymas' power was devil power. Saul is saying to him, you have now come against Almighty God. Elymas was not opposing Saul, but God. 
Acts 13:11 "And now, behold, the hand of the Lord [is] upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell on him a mist and a darkness; and he went about seeking some to lead him by the hand." 

The judgment of God is swift when it does come. Those who oppose the Lord in our day can expect a like fate. Notice that this blindness is not a permanent situation, but is for a season. The blindness was so drastic that he could not even see to walk. This man had already been blind to the Spirit and now he is physically blind, as well. 
Acts 13:12 "Then the deputy, when he saw what was done, believed, being astonished at the doctrine of the Lord." 

This deputy, really, was already believing what Saul and Barnabas had been saying. The sorcerer had tried to cause him not to believe. When the great power of God was manifest (made real) against this sorcerer, this deputy knew beyond a shadow of a doubt who was God. The doctrine of the Lord was so different from all that he had ever been taught, but this miracle with the sorcerer erased any doubt he might have had. In Romans 10:9-10, we see that the most necessary thing to salvation is to believe. We are not told whether he was baptized or not, but true believers want to be baptized as a show to the world that they have truly believed. 

Questions
1. What ministries were going on in the church at Antioch?
2. How does a prophet and teacher differ?
3. Name four people involved in ministry at Antioch.
4. In verse 2, what do we read they were doing when the Holy Ghost spoke to them?
5. In verse 4, it tells us just who really sent Saul and Barnabas forth, who was it?
6. In verse 5, we find that they preached in what building?
7. What were most of the people of Salamis?
8. Who was the deputy of the country?
9. What are some of the things sorcerers do?
10. What are the requirements for a rich man to come to God?
11. What was another name for Bar-jesus?
12. Under heavy anointing of God, what did Saul say to Bar-jesus?
13. Whose ways were the sorcerer trying to pervert?
14. What punishment came instantly to Bar-jesus?
15. What effect did this have on the deputy?
16. What was the deputy astonished at?
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